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REMARKS 

The Office has indicated that claims 23, 24 and 27 are allowable, and that claims 
17, 18, 21, 22 and 40 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

This amendment cancels claims 12, 15, 16, 19, 20, 23, 26 and 39. The 
rejections directed to those claims are thus rendered moot. Applicant respectfully 
requests that such rejections be withdrawn. 

Claims 17 and 21 have been amended to be in independent form, incorporating 
the limitations of the base claims and any intervening claims, as suggested by the 
Office. Thus, claims 17 and 21 are now allowable. Claims 18 and 40 depend from 
amended claim 17, and claim 22 depends from amended claim 21, and thus no longer 
depend from a rejected base claim. Applicant respectfully requests that the objection to 
these claims be withdrawn. 

Conclusion: 

All of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly traversed, 
accommodated, or rendered moot. Applicant therefore respectfully requests that the 
Examiner reconsider all presently outstanding rejections and that they be withdrawn. It 
is believed that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding Office 
Action, and as such, the present application is in condition for allowance. If the 
Examiner believes, for any reason, that personal communication will expedite 
prosecution of this application, he is invited to telephone the undersigned at the number 
provided. 

-5- 

9/1 1 1 RCVD AT 4/15/2004 1:07:1 1 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/24 • DNIS:2730877 « CSID: " DURATION (rnm-ss):03-06 



APR 15 2004 12=09 FR 



TO 3067856029807996 P. 10/11 



Prompt and favorable consideration of this Amendment is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



"Daniel S. Kasten, Reg. #45363 
Thompson Coburn LLP 
One US Bank Piaza 
St. Louis, Missouri 631 01 
Telephone: 314-552-6305 
Fax: 314-552-7306 



- e - 



PAGE 10/11 * RCVD AT 4115/2004 1:07:11 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/24 * DNIS:2730877 • CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):03-06 



